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Psi in everyday social interaction 

 

ABSTRACT:  
 

Background  

How psi communication emerges in talk-in-interaction, its poetic configurations, what this 

reveals about intersubjectivity (e.g.: embodied intersubjectivity, interpersonal resonance, 

permeability of the physical body). 

 

Aims 

To explore the poetics of accounts of ostensibly telepathic moments that occur in everyday life. 

A main assumption is that the (psi) event described in the accounts (the aboutness) feeds back in 

specific ways with the narrative(poetics)-in-interaction displayed to convey it. 

 
Method  

Our current data collection consists of 52 accounts (nearly 50 people represented) on enigmatic 

communication. Analysis is framed in the overlapping methodologies of narrative and talk-in-

interaction. 

 

Results  

The cases involve a poetic infrastructure including a narrative framework (‘small stories’) and 

the operation of the poetic principle of parallelism. We see how apparent speech errors or 

unusual turns of phrase are fulfilling an interactional function: to trigger and mark 

convergence/resonance between interlocutors (between a spoken utterance and unarticulated 

thoughts). Particular aesthetic qualities appear both in features of the production of the data, and 

in the experiences reported on in those. The results suggest that the poetic principle of 

parallelism might provide an overarching perspective (descriptive and explanatory) to advance in 

the analysis of an aesthetics of communication that includes enigmatic instances. 

 

Conclusions 

This project contributes to refine concepts on the poetic/narrative articulation of intersubjectivity 

via psi communication in everyday interaction. In particular, through the lens provided by the 

narrative framework of ‘small stories’ and by the poetic principle of parallelism. 
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