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Newborn Predictors of Reactivity at 4 Months

Results:

A large group of healthy newborns were filmed while being administered a Brazelton
examination and these infants were seen again at 4 months when they were shown a battery of
visual, auditory and olfactory stimuli.

The newborns who cried intensely and were difficult to console were most likely to display at 4
months of age vigorous activity of limbs and crying to the stimuli. This result suggests that this
group was born with a temperament that rendered them easily aroused to stimulation. These
infants are biased to become inhibited children.
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